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CSW 67 Side Event
Feminist Foreign Policy-Making as a Diverse Tool to Strengthen Multilateralism: Lessons Learned and Opportunities 

Hosted by: Chile, Germany, Mexico, the Netherlands and Spain on behalf of the Feminist Foreign Policy +Group  


Date: March 9th 2023
08.15 – 9.30 hrs.
Venue: UNHQ CR 4
Background 

The goal of achieving gender equality and the empowerment of women, adolescents and girls in all their diversity is embedded at the heart of the international community’s efforts to address the most pressing global issues. Cascading and interlinked crises, dominated by COVID-19, climate change, and gender-based violence, have reversed years of progress in eradicating inequalities, poverty and hunger, improving health, including sexual and reproductive health and rights and education, and providing basic services. While addressing such challenges, it is key to understand how gender inequalities interact and compound with other inequalities in the global scene through holistic, intersectional approaches that consider the root causes of such inequalities and lay the ground for long-term sustainable solutions. 


Credible commitment to the international protection of human rights of women, adolescents and girls in all their diversity is in the common interest. Societies with equal participation of all genders are more stable, more peaceful, more economically successful and more innovative. Convinced that greater gender equality improves prosperity, stability and security, a growing number of countries, both from the Global South and North have begun to follow the path of a Feminist Foreign Policy, adopting ambitious strategies to systematically mainstream gender equality into their diplomatic, development, defense, economics, and trade apparatuses. These initiatives, however, vary in terms of where they are housed within governments, how they are measured, and the extent to which they are implemented.  [footnoteRef:1] [1: https://cdn.cfr.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/discussion-paper_bigio-and-vogelstein_gender-equality_or_0.pdf?_gl=1*qe7ro7*_ga*MTQxMTc5NDUxNS4xNjc0ODU2MTMw*_ga_24W5E70YKH*MTY3NjM5NTI2OC40LjAuMTY3NjM5NTI2OC4wLjAuMA, page 34] 



[bookmark: _gjdgxs]At this time of overlapping crises, it is key to account for the added value of feminist approaches to foreign policy and multilateralism, as they don't only recognize but also aim to transform unequal power structures and strengthen the participation of those hitherto marginalized, in particular women, adolescents and girls in all their diversity.

Hence, Feminist Foreign Policies (FFP) are a fundamental tool for fully achieving gender equality and promoting women’s, adolescents’ and girls' human rights and the welfare of society as a whole by including intersectional and power relations analyses in policymaking and designing policy responses to help change unequal power structures. 

[bookmark: _30j0zll]Objective 

The side event will serve to exchange different approaches to Feminist Foreign Policy making in different countries and regions. The objective of the event is for participants to share best practices, lessons learned and challenges regarding the drafting, development and implementation of their respective feminist foreign policies, or feminist approaches to foreign policy. It should become clear that Feminist Foreign Policy is not a monolithic concept, but a policy approach that can be shaped according to regional conditions and that contributes to greater legitimacy and resilience of foreign policy decisions and actors. The event aims to provide insights on the different ways in which Feminist Foreign Policies can be a tool that is shaped under diverse national contexts and that responds to different priorities at the multilateral level. 

Guiding questions

1. How can feminist approaches to foreign policy contribute to addressing the disproportionate and gender-differentiated effects of multiple crises that threaten women, adolescents and girls, in all their diversity?
2. What are some lessons learnt, good practices and challenges faced by countries when developing and implementing their feminist foreign policy?
3. How do FFPs from the Global South and North differ and what are their common denominators?
4. How can feminist approaches or Feminist Foreign Policies serve as tools to add value to and strengthen multilateralism?
5. How can FFP countries and civil society organizations better collaborate to mainstream gender equality issues in the different pillars of the United Nations? 


DRAFT PROGRAM: 


Moderated by: Nahla Valji, Global Coordinator, Spotlight Initiative, Executive Office of the Secretary-General

1. (20 mins) Opening remarks: Co-hosts share their experiences of Feminist Foreign Policymaking: the added value of feminist approaches to multilateralism 
· Antonia Orellana, Minister of Women and Gender Equality of Chile
· Martha Delgado, Under-Secretary for Multilateral Affairs and Human Rights of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico
· Helga Barth, Director for Human Rights and Global Health at the German Federal Foreign Office
· Karen Burbach, Head of the Task Force for Women’s Rights and Gender Equality, Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
· H.E. Agustin Santos Maraver, Permanent Representative of Spain to the United Nations

2. (10 mins) Key Note Segment 
· Asa Regner, Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations and Deputy Executive Director of UN Women 
· Lyric Thompson, Founder and CEO of the Feminist Foreign Policy Collaborative 

3. (20 Mins) North and South Perspectives in Policy Making 
· H.E. Laura Gil, Vice-Minister of Multilateral Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia
· H.E. Maritza Chan-Valverde, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]H.E. Karl Lagatie, Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Representative of Belgium to the United Nations
· H.E. Joan Cedano, Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic

Speaking opportunity: Questions and Comments from the floor

4. (10 mins) “Lightning Round” for FFP+ group members and other stakeholders: Examples of feminist policymaking in practice
[Speaking opportunity: A lightning round is a format where speakers in a precise and concise manner deliver short statements]
· Center for Reproductive Rights, Siri May
· Representative from Fos Feminista, Global Advocacy Chief,  Kemi Akinfaderin
· UNFPA, Director for Communications and Strategic Partnerships, Ian McFarlane 


5. (5 mins) Closing Remarks by Foteini Papagioti, Senior Policy Advisor, International Center for Research on Women (ICRW): Reflections on today’s discussion and what it means for the work of the UN, and the link between national efforts and multilateral outcomes. How can this work be taken forward?
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